CHAPTER VIII

BHOOTAN

HAVING now dealt with the history of Assam and
the reasons leading to its coming into our hands,
we can now deal with the different interesting border
tribes and their countries, commencing from the
west, namely, with the Bhootanese, a Thibeto-Burfnan
race dwelling east of Darjiling and north of the Cooch
Behar border.

The Bhootan hills, as they are alluded to, and
which border Assam to the north-west, are about
220 miles long by ninety or so in breadth, and they
separate Thibet from the Brahmaputra valley. Very
little is known of this country, which was first visited
in 1774 and 1783 by Bogle and Captain Turner
respectively, who, on commercial trips to Thibet,
made their routes through Bhootan. The next to
penetrate these hills was Captain Pemberton in 1838,
who describes the people as " in disposition excellent,
they possess an equanimity of temper almost border-
ing on apathy and are indolent to an extreme degree.
They are also illiterate, immoral, and victims of
the most unqualified superstition." In describing
the officials, he says : " the highest officers of state